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The site of Mont Lassois near Châtillon-sur-Seine (Côte-d’Or,
Bourgogne-Franche-Comté, France) has been a focus of Iron Age
research since the discovery of the famous grave of the ‘Lady of
Vix’ in the early 1950s. This female burial is one of the richest
of late prehistoric Europe, drawing attention to the prominent
role of women within Late Hallstatt communities and leading to
the inclusion of the nearby hilltop in the group of so-called Early
Iron Age ‘princely seats’ of the sixth and fifth centuries BC.
Later research in the immediate environs of Mont Lassois uncov-
ered other evidence linked to social elites, including the square

enclosure of ‘les Herbues’, which can convincingly be interpreted as a sanctuary dedi-
cated to ancestor worship (Chaume & Reinhard 2007).

However, despite some early archaeological interventions, the settlement of Mont
Lassois itself remained underexplored until the early 2000s, which stood in contrast to
the wealth of information recovered at other contemporaneous agglomerations such as
the Heuneburg in southwest Germany (Krausse et al. 2016). This changed fundamen-
tally with a geophysical survey carried out on Mont Lassois’s summit plateau Saint-
Marcel in 2003, which revealed a complex settlement layout with evidence of clear plan-
ning. The results helped to inform subsequent fieldwork, which, for example, led to the
complete excavation of a large apsidal building and the discovery of several other ones.
Moreover, the monumental fortification system surrounding the plateau was also the
subject of investigations. The combined results of the 2002–2008 work were published
in the edited volume Le complexe aristocratique de Vix (Chaume & Mordant 2011). The
research was carried out by various international teams, which in addition to French col-
leagues also involved the Universities of Zurich, Vienna and Kiel, under the umbrella of
the collective research project ‘Vix et son environnement’, co-ordinated by Bruno
Chaume. With family connections to the name-giving village of Vix itself, Chaume’s
dedication to the site (already evidenced by his PhD, see Chaume 2001) has been the
main driving force behind the research undertaken in the past few decades.

The present volume, also edited by Chaume, represents the continuation of this work
and provides a detailed account of the fieldwork carried out at the site and its environs
between 2011 and 2017. It should be noted that the results of the 2009–2014 Swiss
excavations on the western slope of Mont Lassois have recently been published in a sep-
arate book, providing new insights into the Late Hallstatt fortification system in this
area known as ‘Champ de Fossé’, as well as identifying a previously unknown Middle La
Tène cult place (Ballmer et al. 2022).
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The volume under review includes contributions from 20 authors and is divided into
two main parts, the first called ‘descriptive analyses’ (focused on the excavations on the
plateau Saint-Marcel itself and the areas of ‘Le Breuil’ and ‘Les Renards’) and the second
entitled ‘thematic syntheses’ (encompassing the study of architecture, local and imported
pottery and plant and animal remains, with a final summary chapter by Chaume). The
distinction between the two parts of the book is, however, not clear-cut, since part 1
already includes individual chapters on pottery and zooarchaeology and, conversely,
part 2 contains numerous descriptive elements. References are organised by chapters,
rather than in one bibliography at the end of the book. Chapters are illustrated with a
large number of high-quality tables and figures, comprising excavation plans, photo-
graphs of selected features and finds and some re-creations. It would have been benefi-
cial, nonetheless, to start with a general map of the site indicating all the areas in which
the investigations had taken place.

The book is first and foremost a detailed account of the fieldwork results, and in that
regard it does a truly excellent job. For example, the reader will get comprehensive
insights into the excavations within the elite enclosure from the upper plateau that con-
tains five large apsidal buildings. At the foot of the plateau but still within the fortifica-
tion complex and close to the River Seine is the area known as ‘Les Renards’, where
fieldwork has revealed abundant evidence for craft production. This area of approxi-
mately six hectares might have constituted a sort of ‘lower town’, comparable but larger
than the Heuneburg Vorburg. In addition, the investigations have identified outer settle-
ment areas, most notably ‘Le Breuil’ and ‘La Navette’. At the former, described in
detail, excavations and surveys suggest that there was a substantial external settlement
area on the plain, thus supporting the idea of a suburb extending from the foot of the
plateau to the River Seine. ‘La Navette’, on the other hand, is mentioned only briefly,
but it is hypothesised that it might have included a possible harbour area.

In sum, the fieldwork carried out since the beginning of the twenty-first century has
clearly demonstrated that the Late Hallstatt agglomeration of Mont Lassois was much
larger than just the occupation on the five hectares of the plateau Saint-Marcel, similarly
(although still on a smaller scale) to what has been attested for the Heuneburg at its
zenith. Recent estimates expand the area of the Mont Lassois complex to about 45 hec-
tares within the fortifications, with a population of between 3500 and 5000 inhabitants
(Brun & Chaume 2021).

While the final chapter by Chaume is very helpful in summarising the main insights
from a decade of research (encompassing both the studies presented in the book and
others carried out by various colleagues at the site), for a wider and more comprehensive
discussion of how Mont Lassois sits within the phenomenon of the ‘princely seats’, the
reader is advised to look at the recently published edited volume Vix et le phénomène
princier (Brun et al. 2021). Despite its many merits, it is also a pity that the book under
review does not include a summary in English and/or German, which would have
helped to disseminate the important outcomes to a wider international audience.
Leaving these minor considerations aside, the volume represents a new milestone in our
knowledge of Mont Lassois, showing how much has been achieved in the past few
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decades but also the enormous potential that the site and its environs still hold for
future research.
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School of Archaeology
University of Oxford, UK

✉ manuel.fernandez-gotz@arch.ox.ac.uk

© The Author(s), 2025. Published by Cambridge University Press on behalf of Antiquity Publications Ltd

3

Book Review

https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2025.10240 Published online by Cambridge University Press

mailto:manuel.fernandez-gotz@arch.ox.ac.uk
https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2025.10240


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 600
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 600
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages true
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth 4
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


